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over to Japan was a developed form of this religion, demonstrated
artistically in ceremonies and supported by a system of idealistic philo
sophy At first there were no sects, but many appeared as the religion
developed In the Nara period the Six Sects of the Southern Capital
(Nara) arose These were the Sanron, Jojitsu, Kusha, Ritsa,
Hosso, and Kegon, of which the first three have become e\tmct As
these sects are practically confined to learned circles, detailed explana
tions of them are not necessary in this brief outline of the faith
Thus far Buddhism in Japan had remained Chinese in its mam
features, the influence of the national genius having affected it but
little It was during the Heian period (794-1185) that, owing to the
efforts of two great priests, Saicho, or Dengyo Daishi (767-8222),
founder of the Tendai sect, and Kukai, or Kobo Daishi (774-835),
founder of the Shingon sect, a strong national bent was given to the
imported religion, chiefly by the application of the doctrine of Honji
surjaku, according to which the Shinto deities are regarded as \anous
manifestations of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas as aheadv described
Before their time Gyoki (668-749), a powerful priest who h\ed in
the reign of the Emperor Shomu (724-749), had disarmed the strong
opposition raised to the setting up of the Daibutsu, the gigartic image
of Buddha at Nara, by teaching that the Sun Goddess at Ise was
the Japanese manifestation of Birushana Buddha, represented by the
Daibutsu, but it was only after the removal of the capital to Kyoto
that this bold teaching was earned to its logical conclusion with the
growth of Double Aspect Buddhism, or Double Aspect Shinto
(Ryobu Shinto), if viewed from the Shinto point of view
Buddhism now became all powerful with its two great rival cen
tres, the monastery on Mt Koya, south of Nara, where was taugh
the esoteric philosophy of the Shingon sect, with its complex sym
bohsm, and that on Mt Hiyei, north-cast of Kyoto, the seat of th"
Tendai sect, whose doctrines were based on pantheistic rcahsm
These two monasteries became the fountain heads of Buddhist learn
ing With the growth of its power, however, Buddhism became